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" What is fear ? " Nelson asked the question of his grandmother
when he was hardly twelve. The grandmother could give no reply,
and all his life he knew no fear. At twelve he began going out to sea
and doing brave deeds such as few men could do.
In 1789 the Revolution broke out in France. Napoleon Bonaparte
came to the fore. He was determined to conquer all Europe. And he
would have done it too, it is said, but for Nelson. In fact England
alone remained unconquered. Napoleon told his Captains : "Hold the
English Channel clear for me only for six hours, and I will conquer
England." But Nelson foiled his hopes. A fierce battle ensued between
the French and the English navies. In the three great engagements that
took place, Nelson successively lost an arm, an eye and, finally, his life.
The biggest of these was the Battle of Trafalgar.1 If England sus-
tained a defeat this time, she would lose prestige. Nelson was well aware
of this and had made the necessary preparations. The officers and men
under him all but worshipped him. There was not a danger that he
had not himself braved. When in the Battle of the Nile2 he lost an arm,
Nelson busied himself with caring for the wounded utterly regardless of
his own pain. So daring was he. He was determined not to own defeat
as long as a single British sailor was alive. His army was inspired by
the same spirit. In his flagship, The Invincible, he roared like a lion.
The crucial battle was fought on October 19. Nelson unfurled his flag
and sent round the word : " England expects every man will do his duty."
A French ship and Nelson's ship fell upon each other; there was a torrent
of cannon fire; Nelson was wounded. He had himself carried to his
cabin. He covered his badges, etc., with his hands so that no one
should know that it was Nelson who had been wounded. The battle
continued. In spite of unbearable pain, he went on issuing orders. He
was informed that the French were losing one ship after another and
England was winning. Thus, doing his duty, he breathed his last with the
words : " Thank God! I have done my duty".
Since then the English navy has remained Supreme. Napoleon's
hopes were shattered, and the English grew in strength. Though no more,
Nelson is immortal. All his deeds and sayings are deeply engraved in the
hearts of the English people, and even today they sing his praise. During
the celebrations last week, -it seemed as if Nelson had risen from his
grave after a hundred years.
It is no wonder that a nation that produces such heroes and cherishes
their memory with such care, rises high and enjoys prosperity.
We should not envy the nation, but emulate its example. Those who
have faith in God recognize that the British do not rule over India
without His will. This too is a divine law that those who rule do so be-
cause of the good deeds they have done before. Let us therefore emu-
1 In which the French fleet was destroyed and Nelson killed,  1805
2 1798, when Nelson defeated the French